
 

 

  

  

Views from the Rough 

June has now arrived and to be honest the past two months have been frustrating and 

very disappointing out on the course. 

A cool dry April gave way to a cool dry May with little or no substantial growth to talk 

about on the areas that matter most, the greens. Overnight frosts, fluctuating 

temperatures during the day, no rain to speak of and cold westerly winds have all 

conspired to keep growth very slow and very late. 

Despite this we have applied 50 Tonnes of top dressing to the greens. We have applied 

200lts of liquid fertiliser and 600kg of granular fertiliser. As well as Seaweed and Iron 

in an attempt to get the greens to grow and improve.  

A couple of weeks ago we verti-cut the greens as the growth looked like it was ‘kicking’ 

in. But alas, it didn’t last. The greens have a number of grass types growing within them; 

the most prevalent is Poa annua or Annual Meadow grass. 

We have the many different biotypes of Poa annua, some growing, some not, some 

seeding, some not and of course they appear differently across the turf. When an 

annual Poa plant is seeding, it is putting most of its efforts into seed production, so we 

see a paler leaf colour, wider leaf and poor vigour. Even if nutrient is available, this 

biotype won’t be too keen on taking it up, whereas a perennial Poa plant sitting next to 

it is likely to be producing less seed and so will appear greener and healthier. Most 

greens or turf has a mixture of biotypes (as most people have) then you will notice this 

variability in colour and growth and none more so than at present because of the 

weather. In particular since the beginning of March we have had a trough pattern in 

the jet stream pulling down cold air from the Arctic and this has impacted on growth in 

general (we know we are behind 2014). One feature of this weather pattern has been 

the cold nights, I mean look at last night, here we were down to 4°C until the cloud 

cover arrived. 

Add to the list, Agrostis, Festuca, Lolium, Holcus  and you can maybe see what the 

growth potential for all these grasses are. And until they all grow at a consistent rate 

the greens will remain bumpy. 
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To compensate we are now cutting the greens at 4mm. This should help ‘smooth’ out the 

surface at least. 

The irrigation is being used, but remember the irrigation is used to keep the greens 

alive in times of drought, not to keep the greens soft and receptive for your golf ball! 

We are irrigating the greens by hand at the moment due to the controller failing last 

week. I have an Irrigation Engineer on the task and it will be sorted a soon as possible.  

As I sit writing this, the rain is beating down against my living room window. Outside its 

mot like autumn than the first day of June! Is it no wonder the grass is not growing, as 

it should? The rain will at least dissolve the granular feed I applied today, before we 

cut the greens in the morning. And with the warmer weather being promised for the 

end of the week we may see a response from the grass with more uniform growth.  

Many of the Green keepers I speak to are having the same problems with lack of 

growth and less than perfect surfaces. We are as unhappy as you are with the 

situation. 

As you sit and read this you may well be thinking that if my lawn at home is growing and 

I’m cutting it a couple of times a week why aren’t the greens? Well think about this 

before I finish. Most of you cut your lawns at around 12mm or above with more often 

than not a rotary mower. Weed and feed is applied early in April to start the growth 

cycle off and then you spend a few weeks keeping up with the inevitable flush of 

growth before another feed in June/July and the growth cycle repeats itself. Most of 

the grass will be either Lolium perrene , (Rye grass ) or Poa annua  (Meadow grass) 

Golf greens are under stress most of the time with machinery traffic across them, 

that the green staff working or foot traffic, that’s you guys, the golfers. Growth has 

to strong but not to vigorous, we only cut once a day and the grass can’t grow so much 

that by 12 noon they look like shag pile carpets! And finally the grass is kept to a height 

of between 4-6mm all year round. The Variations in Grass types means you have to cope 

with growth not being consistent, some like damp conditions some prefer dry 

conditions. And all the while it’s being spiked, rolled, cut, buried under sand, sprayed 

with Chemicals, fertiliser. Not to mention spike marks, pith marks and the occasional 

Divot!  

Grass a very resilient plant. It will grow anywhere in the world under varying conditions. 

But only when the conditions are in its favour. 

So fingers crossed for favourable conditions and I hope next time you are stood on a 

green you will look at the grass plant in a slightly different way 

John HGK 


